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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 

Today, we are in the Third Sunday of Lent. I would like to begin with sharing 

a Lenten prayer and invitation to make the sign of the cross on your head, 

body, then to your left shoulder and then your right shoulder. Lent is a fitting 

time to consider making the sign of the cross in prayer. God made us and 

loves us: our bodies, minds, and spirits. It is right that we worship God and 

pray with our whole being.  

Let us pray, God our creator, in death of your Son, you reveal your love for 

the whole creation. Sealed with the sign of the cross, you have claimed us 

as your children in holy baptism. In these Forty Days, lead us in our journey 

by the light of the holy cross until we come to the joy of Easter. Grant this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen 

In todays Gospel we encounter Jesus in Jerusalem and in the temple. It says, 

“The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.”  

John 2: 13 

Jesus encounters a marketplace in his Fathers House and is very upset with 

this behavior. It says, “In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 

and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of 

chords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. 

He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables.” John 2: 14-15 

Jesus goes on to say, “He told those who were selling doves, “Take these things 

out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” John 2:16 

The Gospel goes on to say, His disciples remembered that it was written, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me” The Jews then said to him, “What 

sign can you show us for doing this?” John 2: 17-18 



Jesus gives them a mysterious answer when he says, “Jesus answered 

them, destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews said, 

“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 

raise it up in three days?” John 2: 19-20 

This was not the temple Jesus was speaking about, for he was talking about 

the temple of his body. Jesus was predicting his own death on the cross, and 

the resurrection of his body on Easter Sunday! 

The Gospel John concludes with these words, “After he was raised from the 

dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 

scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.” John 2: 22 

These were powerful words from Jesus! They were also words of love and a 

gift to his disciples, and they are words spoken as a gift and promise to each 

of us! 

As we continue, on our Lenten journey, to Easter Sunday; let us all 

remember that it is this gift of God’s love and forgiveness, that Jesus pays 

our price and debt of sin.  

It is God’s grace, love, promise and plan for all of us to be free from sin and 

death! 

Thanks be to God for that gift, that was paid for on the Cross in Christ Jesus! 

Amen 

 

 


