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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 

Today, is the Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday. 

I would like to begin, by sharing a Palm Sunday prayer and invite you to wave 

your hands as if holding a palm leaf and remembering our Lord Jesus, as he 

enters into Jerusalem.  

“God of our salvation, blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Let the palm branch be for us a sign of Christ’s victory and our 

presentation in the saving events of this great and holy week. In our 

suffering give us faith and courage, that dying and rising with Christ, 

we may enter into the fullness of his glory. Amen” 

Palm Sunday is a very special day in the life of our church year. Palm Sunday 

is when we remember and celebrate the arrival of Jesus to Jerusalem. In the 

Gospel of John it says, “(Five days before the Passover) the great crowd that 

had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they 

took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord-the King of Israel!” 

John 12:12-13 

As a young boy, growing up near Barneveld, and attending Barneveld 

Lutheran Church. I can remember gathering for worship on Palm Sunday, 

and waiving palm branches and reciting over and over these scripture words; 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna! Hosana! 

Hosana in the highest!” 

I can still recall those many bright green palm leaves waving, and the smell 

of fresh green palm leaves in the air. It was actually like a sign of spring. It 

was a sign, that soon we would remember and celebrate the passion of our 

Lord, with Good Friday and Easter Sunday, that would soon be here! 

In the Lenten book What Wondrous Love it says, “This day is like a door. 

As it opens outward, there is joy and singing and loud exultation. Jesus 



comes in, amidst cheering and applause. Many churches hold a 

procession led by children with palms held high and mirth all about. 

When the door closes, we see that Jesus must now remain, locked 

inside the room of his final week, where singing will turn to silence and 

the cheers to shouts of “Crucify him!” German pastor and theologian 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come 

and die.” Our Lord issues that call because he first was willing to die. 

And that is what this day, really, is all about. Across all the shouting 

and jubilation falls the shadow of the crucified Lord.” 

As we continue our Lenten journey, we go forward in this Palm Sunday, and 

into this Passion week. 

So, let us prayerfully and thoughtfully prepare our hearts, minds, bodies, and 

souls to draw close to God in our faith journey with Jesus. Remembering that 

as baptized Christians, we are called and claimed children of faith, living in 

the Light, Grace, and Love of Jesus! 

Amen 

 


