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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 

Today, we are in the Fifth Sunday of Lent. I would like to begin with sharing a 

Lenten prayer.  

“O God, with you there is steadfast love and the power to save us from final 

darkness. May we live as servants of your mercy and children of your 

gracious light. Amen” 

In our Gospel today in John we encounter Jesus and his disciples, as they have 

entered into Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Jesus 

speaks in a parable about a seed being planted, and how the seed must go through 

a death, to sprout forth into a new life. A new life that will bring forth much fruit, and 

a great harvest. Jesus is sharing a parable that is a metaphor for his life, death, 

and resurrection. It is also a reminder, that each of us will go through this life, 

death, and resurrection journey, as we are called and claimed in those baptismal 

waters, into a life with Christ!  

The Gospel of John says, “Now among those who went up to worship at the 

festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 

Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 

grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.” John 12:20-26 

Jesus continues talking with the disciples and he shares about what is to come. 

Jesus says, “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say- ‘Father, save 

me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 

Father, glorify your name.” John 12: 27-28 

As Jesus is talking with the disciples, a voice from heave speaks, much like the 

voice from heaven at Jesus baptism and the transfiguration of Jesus on the 

mountain. The Gospel of John continues, “Then a voice came from heaven, “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard 

it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 

Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is 

the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 



And I, when I am lifted up from earth, will draw all people to myself”. He said 

this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. John 12: 28-33 

These are powerful and affirming words from God from heaven. These words from 

Jesus, are telling about the days to come. That Jesus will be arrested, crucified on 

a cross for the sins of the world, and die. The death and sacrifice of Jesus is the 

price required and paid for the sins of all humankind throughout the generations 

and span of time! This is not where our story ends, and the “Good News” is yet to 

be shared on Easter Morning! The tomb is found empty, and Jesus is no longer 

dead and in the earth. Jesus has resurrected, and now lives! Because Jesus has 

died and rose to a new life, we too shall one day die, and rise to a new day and 

new resurrected life in Christ! 

In the words of Psalm 51: 1-12 it says, “Have mercy on me, O God, according 

to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my offences. Wash 

me through and through from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. Against you only have 

I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified when you 

speak and right in your judgement. Indeed, I was born steeped in 

wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. Indeed, you delight in truth 

deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within. Remove my 

sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than 

snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may 

rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my wickedness. Create 

in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to 

me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

Psalm 51 is filled with wonderful words of hope, promise and grace. Because of 

Jesus, we have been blessed with this grace and love! 

Thanks be to God, for calling and claiming us all as God’s children, into the family 

of God in Jesus Christ! 

                                               JESUS 

Amen   


