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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 

Today, we are in the Fourth Sunday of Lent. I would like to begin with sharing a 

Lenten prayer. “Gracious God, in your love you gave the world your Son. Give us 

clear vision so that we may see your grace and love alive in this world and its 

people. Amen” 

In our Gospel today, we encounter Jesus speaking to Nicodemus. Nicodemus has 

come to Jesus in the night to talk with Jesus. He is a ruling member of the Pharisees, 

a group that violently opposed Jesus. Jesus has much to say and share with 

Nicodemus about the kingdom of God and salvation of God. “Jesus says, “Just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life.” John 3:14-16 

In my younger years, I still think back to the first time I saw on TV, John 3:16 being 

held up on a poster, during many football games. At first, I did not make the 

connection until later, that this was a Bible verse. It became obvious that these 

people, were sharing their faith, and an important message with this Bible verse, 

as you read the words of John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.” 

These are the Gospel words in a nutshell; and are the words of Jesus spoken to 

Nicodemus, and now to all of us. John 3:16 is probably one of the most memorized 

and shared verses in the Bible. In a few words, John 3:16, tells the story of salvation: 

God’s love for the world, God’s gift of his Son, and the opportunity for anyone who 

believes to be saved.  

 



Jesus goes on to share, “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

John 3:17  

These words are “Good News” to all people, to all creation throughout the 

generations! 

In the Ephesians text, Paul shares, “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 

love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ-by grace you have been saved-and raised us 

up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that 

in the ages to come he might show immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2: 4-7  

Luther wrote about these words as Paul goes on to say, “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-not 

the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our 

way of life.” Ephesians 2: 8-10 

As we continue our Lenten journey, let us meditate on these words in our thoughts 

and prayers. Let us spend time with God, as we thank and praise God for the gift of 

grace and salvation, given through his Son Jesus the Christ! 

Amen 

 

 

John 3:16 


