
Sunday Virtual Bulletin-3rd Sunday in Lent          
March 7, 2021 ~ Vicar James Ranney 

Order of Worship 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 
compassion. 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild what we have 
ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing flood.  Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace:  by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast 
in your covenant of grace and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation 
We proclaim Christ crucified, * the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:23, 24) 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25  18The message about the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God               
19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Gospel: John 2:13-22  13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told 
those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, 



“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

Sermon ~ Vicar James Ranney                                                                                                        
(PLEASE follow along with the Sunday Sermon on first two pages preceding the Bulletin)                                                                                              

Prayers of Intercession 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust in nothing 
beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s words and actions 
honor your name. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean air and 
water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to 
repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and mercy. 
Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law 
enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to all 
who are suffering (especially). Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have harmed 
others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so that we might 
follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that would 
obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for (Perpetua, Felicity, and) all 
the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering Prayer 
Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Communion 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself.  Come to this meal and be fed. 
 

Distribution 
 



 
Prayer after Communion 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
You are what God made you to be:  created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 

life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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