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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather today in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 

Today, we are in the Second Sunday of Lent. Lent is a time that we can draw closer to God through 

prayer, devotional and Bible reading and praising God. In the Lenten and devotional book, What 

Wonderous Love, it says, “Lent comes upon us, each year, as a shock. We can get used to the 

familiarity of God in the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany. Everyone loves little children, and 

that seems to be what those seasons are about, when you don’t look too closely. Now comes 

Lent, a very different time. It’s easy to become distracted by sentiment and by the array of “stuff” 

associated with Christmas and Epiphany. Lent calls us to pay attention to God once again. In Lent, 

we are called like Christ, to relocate ourselves in the presence and the will of God. We call this 

repentance; to change your mind, to re-orient your life, to follow God’s will rather than your own. 

Follow Jesus on your Lenten journey and learn the meaning of repentance, for only so shall we 

understand the wonderous love of God.” 

In todays first lesson in Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16; we hear about God’s covenant with Abraham and 

Sarah. God promises to make a great nation from their ancestors. It says, “When Abram was 

ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk 

before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you and will make 

you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is 

my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your 

name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and 

kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring 

after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 

offspring after you.” (Genesis 17: 1-7; NRSV) 

God is making a covenant, which is a promise with Abraham and Sarah that will make a multitude 

of people and nations. God changes their names and lives and plans to make a great community 

of people through them! The text goes on to say, “God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give 

you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 

from her.” 

I see this Old Testament about the life story of Abraham and Sarah as such powerful and 

wonderful testament of God’s amazing Love and Grace given through this covenant promise! 



In today’s Gospel Jesus begins by saying, “The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. He said this all quite openly.” (Mark 8: 31-32) The Gospel says that Peter first rebukes 

Jesus. Jesus rebukes Peter. He also says, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 

not on divine things but on human things. He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 

them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake, and the sake of the gospel, will save it.” (Mark 8: 34-35) 

These are powerful words we hear from Jesus today! 

What does the words of Jesus make you think and ponder? 

How do we answer this calling from Jesus today?! 

May God continue to lead and guide you in this day and season of Lent, as together we journey 

towards Easter Sunday. Remember, that each of you are called and claimed in those Baptismal 

waters, into the Family of God! 

Thanks be to God for Love and Grace in Christ Jesus! 

Amen 

 

 

Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall you name be Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of        
nations. . . . . “    Genesis 17:3-5 
God said to Abraham, “as for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name.  I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.”    Genesis 17:15-16 


