
Two Steeples Sunday Sermon, February 14, 2021 by Vicar James Ranney

Good Morning and Blessings!

We gather today in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit!

Today, I would like to begin by wishing you all a Happy Valentine’s Day! Let us take a moment
to remember all those we love, past and present; and send them blessings of prayers, kindness
and love today.

I want to also recognize, that this Wednesday, February 17 marks the beginning of Lent with
“Ash Wednesday”. Lent is that time when we begin and prepare our hearts for the journey to
Easter. Ash Wednesday is that beginning time that when we begin that journey and recognize
our own sins and mortality, and that we all are in need of God’s grace and love.

In the Old Testament book of Joel it says, “Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” Joel 2:13

As we did at our baptism, we receive the sign of the cross on our foreheads. Marked again with
the cross of Christ, we turn to the baptismal promises of God has made to us, those promises
that affirm for ourselves. We ask again, What does it mean to be dust? What does it mean that
to dust we shall return? Are we only this-nameless, shapeless ashes? Or can we claim these
ashes as ours and recognize that though they speak the truth of our mortality, they also are
made in the sign of the cross, Christ has made us his own forever. We know the end-we are
claimed, marked, promised.

we join our brothers and sisters in the faith in order to hear God calling us away from death to
life. In the midst of a troubled world, we call out to God who is already with us, leading and
nourishing us with wondrous love.

We have been baptized in the great sea of God’s mercy. On this day, marked with ashen crosses,

In our Gospel today, we hear the words of Jesus in his Transfiguration moment with three of his
disciples. It says, “Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, and James and John, and led them
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.“ Mark 9: 2-4

The Gospel of Mark goes on to say, “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were
talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be hear; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. He did not know what to say,
for they were terrified.” Mark 9: 5-6

Wow! Can you imagine such an amazing and sacred moment for the disciples to be and witness!
They had to be awe struck and not quite sure what to say or do next?!



What happens next, leaves no doubt that Jesus is no ordinary man, but God’s beloved Son. The
Gospel of Mark says, “Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Mark 9: 7

God is doing truly something special and amazing! He wants the disciples and friends of Jesus to
know and witness this extraordinary moment, and to know the joy, peace and love that comes
from walking with Jesus!

So may you be encouraged and strengthen by these words and promises!

Remember that you are a called and claimed child in the family of God!

May God richly bless and guide you, as you journey together with Jesus by your side in this
Lenten pathway to Easter Sunday!

Amen


