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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather today in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

Today is the First Sunday of Christmas.  

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Psalm 118:24 

Today, we hear the psalmist call on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, 

and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and an 84-year-old prophet named Anna, 

join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song brings forth that we 

have seen God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the 

bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world. 

As young boy, I remember hearing this Bible story in church and being quite amazed at the 

commitment and faith of both Simeon and the 84-year-old prophet Anna. It says that Simeon 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel. The scripture goes on to 

say, that the Holy Spirit has revealed to him that before his death, he will see the Lord’s Messiah. 

He is also, guided by the Holy Spirit to enter the temple, when Mary and Joseph bring Jesus into 

the temple, to present him to the Lord. 

The song of Simeon is powerful, it says, “Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation 

to the Gentiles and for the glory to your people Israel.” Luke 2: 28-32 

Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon says about Jesus! The scripture goes on to say, 

“Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 

and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed-and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

I can only imagine, the smile and joy on the face of Simeon as he holds the baby Jesus! I can only 

imagine, what Simeon may be expressing, knowing and having an inspiration from the Holy Spirit; 

at what this little child means to all of us, and the unthinkable cost at what this child will one day 

pay, in redeeming the sins of all humankind in this world. 

Anna now a widow, has been living in the temple. It says that she is of great age at 84 years old, 

and spends her time fasting and praying, day and night. She also encounters, Joseph and Mary 



with Jesus. The Scripture says, “At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.” Luke 2: 38 

What an amazing faith and trust in the promises of God, that both Simeon and Anna display, as 

they encounter the baby Jesus! The Holy Spirit has brought Jesus to these faithful servants of God 

in their old age, as a gift and a wonderful witness; and as a gift and affirmation to Joseph and 

Mary, and to all of us; that this baby Jesus is no ordinary child. This baby, comes to us as a gift of 

God in human flesh, born to be our Messiah, our Savior and Redeemer and friend! 

Jesus, our Savior, Immanuel “God with us”! 

Merry Christmas! 

Amen 

 

 

 


