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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather today in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

Today, we hear in the Gospel of Mark the account of Jesus and his disciples as they 

go to Capernaum; and his time in the synagogue teaching during the sabbath. This 

time in Capernaum is a beginning of Jesus teaching ministry. Jesus is in the 

synagogue with his disciples and teaching among the scribes. The scribes, were also 

religious teachers. In Mark, it says, “They were astounded at his teaching, for he 

taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” Mark 1: 22 

The scribes become aware, that Jesus is no ordinary teacher, that he is a teacher 

that is very knowledgeable; and Jesus is a teacher that speaks with authority. 

Our Gospel continues, and says “Just then there was in their synagogue a man 

with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 

God.” Mark 1: 23-24 

This must have been a surprising and frightening moment for the disciples and 

scribes. 

The Gospel of Mark goes on to say, “But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and 

come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 

voice, came out of him.” Mark 1: 25 

It was at this moment, when Jesus speaks with the healing authority from God, that 

the disciples and scribes must have known that Jesus is no ordinary man!  

The Gospel of Mark, goes on to say, “They were all amazed, and they kept on 

asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching-with authority! He commands 

even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread 

throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.” Mark 1: 27-28 



As we reflect, Jesus has shown himself to definitely be no ordinary man! He is with 

out a doubt God’s Son, chosen to come close, and bring healing, peace and love to 

a broken people and world. 

Jesus Emanuel “God with Us”, continues to come close to us today. For we too, are 

a broken and hurting people! We too, are in the need of God’s healing presence in 

our lives and world! 

It’s been a very difficult and challenging time that we are living in these days!  

This Covid-19 Pandemic has brought many challenges, pain and suffering to people 

all over this country and planet! The political climate for our nation has been 

unhealthy and quite broken! We cry out to God for healing! We cry out to God to 

change this hatred, this anger and confusion! We cry out to God, for help to heal 

our broken bodies, our troubled minds, and spirits! 

Like the man in the Gospel of Mark, with an unclean spirit that Jesus shows mercy 

and love. We too, are in need as people in life and in the world for Jesus’ healing 

power and grace! 

The story is not yet all written, and today we as children of God are called to a life 

of prayer and service to others in these troubled days.  

We too, are called into this time to do ministry of service to others, using our hands 

and feet, and our prayers. We too, with the help of Jesus; are called to be a 

community of faith, lived out in the Love of Jesus the Christ! 

Thanks be to God! 

Amen 

                                                                                


