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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather today in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

Today is the Third Sunday after Epiphany. As we continue through this time after Epiphany, we 

encounter stories of faith and the call to discipleship. We too, are called in our Baptism, to share 

the “Good News” of God’s love and saving grace through Christ Jesus. 

Our first lesson shares the story of the prophet Jonah. It has become one of my favorite Old 

Testament books. It is only four chapters and is a quick read. I would encourage you to take time 

this week and read through this wonderful Old Testament story. During our Bible study year in 

Confirmation, we take time to read this out loud and discuss. Also, it is a favorite among the 

Sunday school age kids! 

A short paraphrase summary is that Jonah hears the voice of God, calling him to go to the great 

city of Nineveh. God wants him to be a prophetic voice and tell the leaders and people of Nineveh 

that they must repent and change from their wicked ways! 

Jonah first tells God “yes”, that he will do that, and then changes his mind and goes the opposite 

direction away from Nineveh; and heads on a ship for Tarshish (Modern day Spain). 

There is a terrible storm, and the sailors plead to Jonah to help by praying. Jonah tells them, that 

he is running from God, and the only way for the storm to subside is to throw him into the sea.  

The sailors throw Jonah into the sea, and God calms the sea. Jonah is swallowed up by a great 

fish! Jonah spends three days in the belly of a great fish, he repents and prays to God. God 

forgives Jonah and the great fish vomits up Jonah onto dry land!  

It says, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 



according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days 

walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a days walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 

more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 

proclaimed a feast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.” Jonah 3: 1-5 

It goes on to say, “When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 

not do it.” Jonah 3: 10 

This is a wonderful and powerful story!  

This is a story of God calling Jonah. This is a story of repentance and forgiveness. This is a story 

that speaks to the people then and today! 

God desires us to repent and be in a good and right relationship to God.  

Through God’s Son Jesus we have been given that gift of grace and salvation through Jesus. 

Through our Baptism, we have been given the gift of being God’s claimed and adopted children 

into God’s family. 

We can rejoice and be glad! 

As God’s people, we are grateful for much! 

Thanks be to God! 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 Jonah Preaching in Nineveh. 


