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Good Morning and Blessing! 

We gather today in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

In our first reading in 1 Samuel, we read the story of Eli and Samuel. God calls to Samuel three 

times, before Samuel finally recognizes that it is the voice of God calling him. At first, Samuel 

thinks Eli has been calling him. Eli shares advise and a good idea for Samuel, for the next time he 

hears the voice of God calling him.  

It says, “Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, 

Lord, for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3: 9  

It is at this moment, God calls Samuel and makes him a prophet to share God’s message to the 

people of Israel. 

In our Gospel today, in the Gospel of John, we encounter more disciples being called into ministry 

with Jesus. First Philip is called by Jesus.  

It says, “The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.” John 1: 43-44 

We find a very amazing and different kind of calling with Nathanael. Philip is the one who first 

invites Nathaniel to “Come and See” Jesus.  

It says, Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he 

said of him, “Here is truly and Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, 

“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” John 

1: 45-49 

This most definitely is an amazing moment, as Jesus is calling Nathanael!  

The Gospel text goes on to say, “Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw 

you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, 



I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 

the Son of Man.” 

 John 1: 50-51 

Let me take a moment to ask each of you this question.  

Have you ever felt God’s leading or calling of you in life to something?  

For some of you, it may be easy, to identify a calling in your life from God. 

For others, it may be hard to identify a time in your life that you have felt led or called by God. 

Maybe, you felt led by the Holy Spirit to a certain career? Maybe you felt a calling into Marriage, 

or to be a parent in your life? Maybe it was a new job opportunity; or a big move to live 

somewhere else in a new place? 

Maybe, you were being called or led by the Holy Spirit to worship in a new church? 

None the less, you can be assured that God cares and loves you!  

God wants to be in relationship with you and is connected in your life journey!  

Remember, that in your baptism, you have already been called and claimed as one of God’s 

children into the family of God! 

Remember, that God walks with you; each and every day, on this life journey! 

May you draw close to God as you remember that God Loves you and has claimed you! 

Thanks be to God, in Christ Jesus our “Good Shepherd”, Lord and Friend! 

Peace and Joy in Jesus the Christ, 

Amen 

 

 


