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Good Morning and Blessings! 

We gather today, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

It seems, like just yesterday, that we gathered at Two Steeples Springdale, for our 

Christmas Eve worship around the campfire and closed worship with singing the 

verses of “Silent Night”. 

Just this past Wednesday, January 6 we celebrated the Epiphany the journey of the 

Wisemen following the star to Bethlehem. It says, in the Gospel of Matthew 2: 9-

12, “And so they left, and on their way, they saw the same star they had seen in 

the East. When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They went into 

the house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down 

and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 

and presented them to him. Then they returned to their country by another road 

since God had warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod.” 

I love the image of the Wisemen as they are faithful; as they trust in God’s promises 

to follow the star to Bethlehem. Their reward is to come face to face, with God’s 

Son, the Messiah. Jesus, Emmanuel “God is with us”! What a powerful message and 

promise as we are brought close to our Savior through the Epiphany. The Word 

became flesh and lived among us. Through the Epiphany, we see the manifestation 

of Christ to all people in this world and throughout time and the ages! Yes indeed, 

we have been given a gift; we have been given a Messiah and Savior! 

We know that Jesus grew up in the small town of Nazareth. For thirty years, he 

most likely lived an ordinary life with his family and friends. Everyone knew him as 

the son of Joseph, a carpenter. Then one day, Jesus left his village and his ordinary 

life and stepped out into the world to do amazing things in the name of God 

Almighty. In Luke 2: 51-52 it says, “So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, 

where he was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her 



heart. Jesus grew both in body and in wisdom, gaining favor with God and 

people.” 

Our Gospel goes on to share about John the Baptist as he is baptizing people in the 

wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. It 

says, “And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. Now John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” Mark 1: 4-8 

John is preparing the way, as the Holy Spirit calls him to do, baptizing in the Jordan 

River. The Holy Spirit is preparing to call forth Jesus and dedicates this moment in 

time have the cousin of Jesus baptize him in those same waters. It says, “In those 

days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You 

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Mark 1: 9-11 

These are powerful words and moments, as we are given a glimpse that Jesus, is 

no ordinary man, and that he is God’s one and only Son! 

We are blessed to have these words and promises spoken. We too have been called 

and claimed as God’s children though our baptism. We too, have been given a gift, 

and adopted into the faith as children that are loved by God! 

Thank you, Jesus, for all that you have given us, and claiming us as your own. 

Peace, Love and Joy in Jesus! 

Amen 

 

 


