
Sermon ~ December 13, 2020 

3rd Sunday of Advent ~ (Shepherds’/Joy Candle) 

 
Luke 2:8-20 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 

angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

My mom always had a weird sense of humor.  When Loren and I became pastors, 

if anyone asked what Linda and her husband did, she would tell them that we 

were shepherds.  Then she would lean back, smile sweetly, and wait for them to 

figure why we became shepherds and where on earth we got our sheep from. 

But as descriptions for being a pastor go, being a shepherd is certainly one of the 

kinder titles.  Today is the 3rd Sunday of our Advent Season and today we light the 

3rd Advent Candle.  The candle that represents the Shepherds, and it is also called 

the Candle of Joy.  The 3rd candle is usually the pink candle.   

Our Gospel is the beautiful and familiar story of the angels coming to the 

shepherds to announce the birth of the baby Jesus.  I have to say the shepherds 

are my very favorite part of the Christmas story.  They were rough and tumble 

guys, working a tough job.  Because of their work in the fields, they were not able 

to observe the Jewish laws of cleanliness.  They were looked down upon, not very 

respected. 



That is kind of surprising because shepherds are often talked about in our Bible.  

Often in the Old Testament, the priests and leaders of the people were called the 

shepherds.  Often, these shepherds did not take good care of the sheep, and even 

led them astray.  The people were promised that in time, a Good Shepherd would 

come to them.  The Good Shepherd would care for them and lead them.  Jesus is, 

indeed, that Good Shepherd, as he tells us in John 10.  “I am the good shepherd.  

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep…I know my own and my own 

know me.” 

And so, on that night so long ago, the angels come to a group of lowly shepherds 

with the news that the long-awaited Messiah had been born.  Jesus’ birth as the 

Shepherd-King was not announced to the high and mighty.  It was announced to 

ordinary working people, folks who struggled to make ends meet, folks oppressed 

by their religion and the powers that be.   

Today we light the Shepherd Candle – also called the Candle of Joy.  And the two 

go together.  The news delivered by the angel was good news.  “Do not be afraid; 

for see – I am bringing good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  

There are so many thoughts going through my mind right now!  This is a day to 

celebrate a number of milestones for us.  Tomorrow Loren and I celebrate the 

40th Anniversary of our Ordination.  Today, when you vote to have Jim Ranney as 

your TEEM minister, our job as your interim pastors will be ended.  It is a time of 

sadness but also of joy.  Sadness, because we will miss you all!  It has been such a 

joy to work with Two Steeples as interim pastors!  We have been through 

amazing times together!  We are also so thankful that you have been our faith 

community during this time of pandemic.  Together we faced the challenges of 

this time and found support in each other and guidance through God’s love.  We 

learned new ways to reach out with the Word of God’s love.  We are deeply 

grateful for your support and love during our time as your interim pastors! 

This is also a time of great joy for us, as you look toward your future with Jim as 

you TEEM minister.  He will be a wonderful shepherd for Two Steeples!  And we 

look forward to seeing your future unfold. 

Please know that you will continue in our prayers!  We thank God for you and ask 

God’s continuing blessings on you and Jim!    

 Pastor Linda & Pastor Loren Schumacher 

 


