
Two Steeples Virtual Worship Service Bulletin ~ December 6, 2020 

2nd Sunday of Advent (Bethlehem Candle – Love) 

 
Order of Worship 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the 

stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God.  Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you 

back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied 

with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen 

us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Reading:  Micah 5:2   2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from 

of old, from ancient days. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the  

salvation of God. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6) 

 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-5 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from 

the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Loren 

 (PLEASE follow along with the SUNDAY MESSAGE ~ Very first page) 

Prayers of Intercession 

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 

our prayers for everyone in need. 



Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and 

support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your 

mission. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 

creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental 

damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 

judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray especially for . . . 

(current local, national, or international issues of peace or justice may be named). Lead us 

toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from 

above. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 

between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. 

Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate 

the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 

congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 

companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and 

gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness 

and taught us to continue their faithful work (especially Nicholas of Myra). Make their 

generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering Prayer 

Generous God, 

you have created all that is, 

and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 

In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Communion 

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 

Prayer after Communion 

Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 



In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen 
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