
Two Steeples Virtual Worship Bulletin – December 13, 2020 

Third Sunday of Advent (Shepherds’ Candle - Joy) 
 

Order of Worship 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the 

stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you 

back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied 

with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day:  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 

the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Lesson:  Philippians 4:4-9   4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let 

your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you 

have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 

you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:    Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will 

prepare your way before you. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:10) 

 

Gospel:  Luke 2: 9-18   9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be 

afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign 

for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 



15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  

 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Linda 

 (PLEASE follow along with the Sunday Sermon - the very first page) 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 

Prayers of Intercession: 

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 

our prayers for everyone in need. 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of 

proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church 

musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public 

worship (the congregation’s worship leaders may be named). Embed your word in their 

hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend 

your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings 

who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to 

care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them 

a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who 

have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm (survivors of 

recent natural disasters may be named). Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, 

Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and 

weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people 

who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for 

the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who 

mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Offering Prayer 

Generous God, 

you have created all that is, 

and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 

In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 

Come, eat, and drink. 

 

Distribution 

Prayer after Communion 

Gracious and abundant God, 

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 

and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with 

love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

We the Councils, Staff & Members of 

Two Steeples Parish 

want to say “THANK YOU” 

to  

Pastors Linda & Loren 

for being our beloved interim Pastors 
for our Parish. 

We love you & will Miss You! 

Please keep in touch & we will also! 


