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 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and sleep. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for out lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! There will not be enough for you and 
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
Matthew 25:1-13 

We all know what it is like to wait for something. If it is a scheduled appointment that we know will happen at a 
set time, we sit and wait.  But it is a little different to wait for something when we don’t know when it is going 
to happen. I think that waiting is much harder.  
 
What do we do with the waiting time? When we realize that we are not in control of the time, that waiting can 
lead to a great deal of anxiety and impatience. At least when we wait for something that is scheduled, we can 
fill the time with magazines, no matter how old, or play games on our phones, or scroll through Facebook posts. 
But when we have no idea how long something is going to take, we might get tired of what we are doing to fill 
the time, lose interest in the whole process, or even fall asleep. 
 
Take for example the Ten Bridesmaids in our Gospel reading. They have a role to play when the bridegroom 
comes for the wedding banquet, and they have all showed up. They are ready. But as I know from having 
officiated a quite a few weddings over the years, things don’t always go as planned; for we hear there has been 
a delay. And of course you can’t always expect these things to run smoothly, so the bridesmaids are left waiting. 
They have no idea how long it will be. And this creates a problem for half of them. When the bridegroom comes 
they need to have their lamps burning for the procession and half of them didn’t bring extra oil in case there 
was a delay. So they are labeled foolish and wise. (Where is a good wedding planner when you need one.) 
 
As we hear the story I think our first reaction is to judge them. It is so easy to become judgmental and divide 
the ten into those who are good and those who are bad. Which indeed is what interpreters of the text have 
done over the years, saying that those who have good works or greater faith will get into the banquet, aka 
heaven, and the others will not. What we so often forget is that we are not the judges. It is the bridegroom in 
the story who has the final say. 
 
In this story we see that a time of waiting can have unexpected consequences. The community that Matthew is 
writing to has broken with the synagogue, are dealing with a delayed end time, and are getting tired of waiting. 
What is easy to miss as we focus on the bridesmaids, and the oil is that judgment is confined to only one 
character – the bridegroom. Even the wise women don’t judge the foolish ones. 
 



After all, they are all waiting for the bridegroom. They all belong to the same community, the same group of 
friends. They all fall asleep waiting for the bridegroom to come. Within the community it is impossible to tell 
who has enough oil in their lamps, who has been more faithful. This is not for us to see or to judge. The church 
remains always a mixed community. 
 
We have many choices in our lives, and as we make them we need to remember that God is the actor and the 
giver of all life. We are not living our lives toward some “endpoint,” but rather living continuously involved in 
the community of Christ, living out our baptismal vocation. We live in the light of the cross, in mercy, not 
judgment. Our lives are about Christ’s continual presence with us through all our waiting.  
 
So how do we cope with it, since waiting is simply the reality of life. We want the wait to be over, but at the 
same time, we wait trusting that God will show up. We need to keep alert for what is to come. We need to keep 
alert for the ways in which God enters into our everyday lives to be exactly what we need. To keep alert, awake 
to what is going on does not mean that God is absent. It means that our need is met by the absolute presence 
of God on whom we depend. 
 
It is easy to forget this when we are overwhelmed by the mood of division that we see around us. It all really 
comes down to one question in the end, “Can we leave judgment to the Lord?” The waiting bridesmaids are 
divided in half, one side wise enough to make sure they have extra oil, the other side foolishly not bringing extra 
oil. Can we look at both sides and see them as God’s beloved children, or do we judge one side bad and one 
side good? Perhaps before we answer, we need to think about how each of us falls short. If we find ourselves 
imagining that God can only redeem those who are like us, are we perhaps, possibly underestimating the 
capacity of the one who created light from darkness and raised Jesus from the dead? 
 
Theologian David Lose reflecting on this story shares these thoughts, “So at the end of the day, if we cannot see 
each other as equally deserving of God’s love and redemption and cannot therefore accord each other a 
measure of dignity and respect, then we have forgotten that at the root of human sin is precisely, the 
willingness to judge others out of our own insecurity.” 
 
We especially need to be alert and engaged in uncertain times especially if we did not plan for a long dark time 
of waiting. 
 
May you feel the presence of God who cares for us through all our times of waiting. 
 
Pastor Loren 
 
  


