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Good Morning! We begin our service in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

Today marks a special day in the life of the church year as we celebrate “Christ the King” Sunday.  

So, what is “Christ the King” Sunday about?  

Karoline Lewis, a Seminary professor at Luther Seminary, gave this definition. She said, “Christ 
the King” Sunday is a day to affirm God’s reign over all the empires of the world that do not thirst 
and hunger for righteousness.”  

Powerful words, when we think about how Jesus is Lord and King throughout time and over all 
the empires, and all the people of this world past, present and future! 

The Gospel of Matthew speaks about when Christ returns in his glory, and all the angels with him. 
All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. This is clearly a time of judgment and uses the 
image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Jesus separates people as a shepherd dividing the sheep 
from the goats.  

The Gospel of Matthew continues as it says, “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger, and you invited me in. I needed clothes, and 
you clothed me. I was sick, and you looked after me, I was in prison, and you came to visit me.’ 

Then the Gospel says these words from Jesus, “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 

These Gospel words in Matthew are the words and the wishes of our Lord and Savior Jesus. These 
words are a calling for each of us to think about, meditate on, and to connect into our lives. When 
we leave the church building on Sunday mornings, we often say a parting blessing like “Go in 
Peace and Serve the Lord!” or “Go in Peace and Remember the Poor.” It is important to 
remember that when we leave the church on Sunday mornings we are entering into the mission 
field.  

What will the Holy Spirit bring our way today?  

How can we be of service to others we meet in our lives?  

During this time of the Covid -19 Pandemic, how can we best show love and kindness to our 
family, friends and neighbors? 



Maybe it is a virtual visit on Zoom or a Facetime chat with someone who has been sick or 
recovering from surgery. Maybe it is a time long overdue, a time to catch up with an old friend 
or family member. 

Maybe it is an email or a phone call to a friend or neighbor who is going through a tough time or 
who is experiencing a loss and a time of grief in their lives.  

Rest assured that God is there in each of our lives.  

Christ Jesus is there in our quiet moments of sadness and grief. 

The Holy Spirit continues to remind us and comfort us that we are called and claimed as God’s 
children. 

In closing, I want to read together the words from this week’s Psalm. 

Psalm 95:1-7 says, “Come let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our 
salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For 
the Lord is the great God, the great king above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth, 
and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the 
dry land. Come let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our maker; for he is our 
God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.” 

Thanks be to Jesus our “Good Shepherd!” 

Amen 

 

 


