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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 

and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 

one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five 

talents went off at once and traded with them and made five more talents. 17In the same way, 

the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the 

one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long 

time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed 

over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents 

also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 

more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 

knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 

not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 

what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 

reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 

invested my money with the bankers, and on my return, I would have received what was my 

own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 

from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless 

slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  Grace to you and peace from our loving God. 

This morning we have the parable of the talents.  A landowner, who is going away for a while, 

gives to his servants, money (talents).  And when he returns, he asks his servants to account 

for the money given to them.  Two of the servants have taken their talents and doubled them.  

The third simply buried his in the ground.  I guess I never really thought much about this 

parable, until I saw it lived out in one of the congregations we served. 

Let me tell you the story.  It all started at a Stewardship Committee meeting.  Our church, Zion, 

like so many other churches struggled to bring in enough income to pay the bills and pay for 

the upkept of the large and aging church building.  Now, I wish I could say that it was my idea, 

but it wasn’t!  But one of the members of the committee suggested that we live out Jesus’ 

Parable of the Talents.  He suggested that we give every adult in the congregation $20 or $50 

to every family and ask them to use their talents to make that $20 grow.  At first, the idea was 

met with skepticism.  If we needed money, why are we talking about giving money away?  

Where would it come from?  How do we know it would work?  Would the congregation think 

we were nuts?  But, pretty soon, more and more of us got excited by the possibility.  And like 

most churches, our treasurer could borrow from one fund to fund this idea. 

And so began Zion’s Got Talent.  We handed out envelopes with $20 bills in them and asked 

that they prayerfully use their talents to grow that money.  Just like the parable.  We gave 

them over the summer to see what they could do.  We told them that whatever money we 

raised, 10% would go to ELCA World Hunger.  



I have to say that as a pastor, it was one of the most exciting summers of my ministry.  People 

really got into the spirit of the challenge.  It turned out to be so much fun.  It got so that every 

Sunday service, we had 7 or 8 people lined up for announcements to share how they were using 

their talents.  Some people used the money to purchase supplies to make and sell the crafts they 

created.  One group of women pooled their money and sponsored a Women’s Tea Party, 

complete with hats.  One of our couples used their money to buy food to prepare a special meal 

for parishioners who signed up.  It turned out to have the added benefit of bringing a group of 

people around the table who really did not know each other until that dinner.  One couple 

sponsored a picnic and pontoon boat ride.  One of the favorites was the couple who used their 

money to buy ingredients for their home-made barbecue sauce that they called Alpha and 

Omega Barbecue Sauce.  Those sales were so successful that even when the challenge ended, 

they occasionally had to make and sell more sauce because of the demand.   

What an astonishing variety of talents we discovered that summer.  At the end of the summer 

we tallied up the results.  We were all amazed!  We were able to pay back the money we had 

borrowed.  We made a large contribution to World Hunger and we had a great deal of money 

left. 

It was, indeed, a success.  But the success was so much more than financial.  By living out 

Jesus’ parable in real time, the church came to several important realizations.  First of all, God 

has indeed given each of us, talents to use in God’s service.  Those talents are as many and as 

varied as the people in the congregation.  Secondly, the members of the congregation realized 

in a new way, that they were indeed the ministry of the church.  They each were vital to the 

work we do as Church.  There was a renewed sense of commitment to and investment in the 

church.  Thirdly, we realized that amazing things happen when we take a leap of faith, when 

we follow where the Holy Spirit leads us.  That is true even when, or maybe especially when it 

does not seem logical.  And finally, it was fun.  We got to know each other better, we had fun 

paying for a pontoon ride on a beautiful summer afternoon and buying some really good 

barbecue sauce.   

So what does that story say to us at Two Steeples?  Well, each of us have amazing, God given 

talents to share with our church and our world.  There is a wide variety of talents, but they all 

come together in the family of God at Two Steeples.  Sometimes the only talents we think the 

church can use are the ones that are “churchy”.  Ushering, teaching Sunday School, reading the 

lessons, and serving on committees are all important talents for church members to share.  But 

those talents merely brush the service of the talents our people have.  And it turns out that 

every person and every talent is vital to the ministry of our church.  The story also tells us that 

the Holy Spirit is working in and through our churches.  God’s Spirit may lead us down some new 

and different pathways, but there are amazing things we can learn when we, as God’s church, 

take a leap of faith. 

 


