
Virtual Worship Service Bulletin – November 8, 2020 

Order of Worship 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved. 

Amen. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you.  We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great 

victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is 

no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the 

community. 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; 

   or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia! Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming. Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44) 

 

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at 

all times. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, 

and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the  



wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 

drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come 

out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise 

replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 

and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 

those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 

shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he 

replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.” 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Loren 

        (Please follow along with the SERMON, which is the preceding SUNDAY MESSAGE)  

Prayers of Intercession 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on 

the church, the world, and all in need. 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with 

sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us 

in praise and prayer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the 

work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living 

with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of 

every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of 

crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail (especially). 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who 

live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity 

and place in this world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and 

retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. 

Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind 

us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building 

up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather 

all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Offering Prayer 

God of all goodness, 

generations have turned to you, 

gathered around your table, 

and shared your abundant blessings. 

 

 

 

 



Number us among them 

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 

and give thanks for your rich blessings, 

we may feast upon your very self 

and care for all that you have made, 

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 

Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Communion 

There is a place for you at the banquet. 

Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 

Distribution 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Lord Jesus, 

in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 

Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 

and give us glad and generous hearts 

as we meet you on the way. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Beloved of God, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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November 04, 2020. 
 
 
To: Mount Horeb Area Churches 
Re: Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 
 
Mount Horeb United Methodist Church invites you to help with this year’s community 
Thanksgiving dinner. For the many years we have been delivering a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal for people to share and enjoy in their own homes. This year the 
need is even greater and churches in our community have been a source of financial 
support.   
 
Fink’s Café will prepare take-out dinners that will be ready at noon for delivery to area 
people confined to their homes. Those wishing a meal should contact the Mount Horeb 
Senior Center 437-6902 for delivery. Here’s what you can do to help: 
 

1. Encourage those who need a meal to contact the Mount Horeb Senior Center. 
2. Provide the Mount Horeb Senior Center with the names, addresses and phone 

numbers of people in your congregation or neighborhood who are confined to 
their homes and would like a noon meal delivered on Thursday, Nov. 22. 

3. We are asking for monetary donations to pay for the meals, which cost $9 each. 
All checks should be made out to MHUMC and should be mailed as soon as 
possible. Please note “Thanksgiving Dinner” in your check memo. 

 
Any money that is left over after paying Fink’s and giving them a “tip” for their time will 
be donated to Neighbor Helping Neighbors. 
 
Please put a notice in your bulletin for the next few weeks with the above needs.  
 
If you have further questions, you can contact the church office at 608.437.3088 or 
office@umcmh.org, or Dixie Burns at 608.437.5736 or dixiejim@mhtc.net. 
 
Thank you, and God Bless. 
 
Dixie Burns and Mount Horeb United Methodist Missions Committee 
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