
Two Steeples Virtual Worship Bulletin – November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent (Prophecy Candle – Hope) 
 
Order of Worship 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the 
stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 7:14 14Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
 
Second Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7   
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
 on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 



 4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia!  Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant 
us your salvation. Alleluia. (Ps. 85:7) 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-24  18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife. 
 

Third Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5     
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
   double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 



4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’ 

Sermon:  Pastor Linda 
 
Lighting of Advent Candle 

Prayers of Intercession 
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need. 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 
peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, 
thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the 
earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them 
with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with 
welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 
severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty 
or facing food insecurity. (Local feeding or housing ministries may be named). Relieve their 
burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 
chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses (especially). Ease their suffering and 
support them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, 
or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. 
Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering Prayer 
Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 



 
 
Words of Institution 
Lord’s Prayer 
Invitation to Communion 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 
Come, eat and drink. 
Distribution 

Prayer after Communion 
Gracious and abundant God, 
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 
In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 
In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 


