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Good Morning and Blessings!  

We gather today in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Psalm 118:24 

Today is a special day in the life of the church as we gather, remember and celebrate those 

members of the Body of Christ who have lived and gone on to the next life in heaven. We dedicate 

this day, an important time on the first Sunday of November, to “All Saint’s Day.” 

So, I begin with this thought and question:  

Who are those people in your life, that are no longer with us, but you want to take time and 

thank and remember?  

Let us pause for a moment as we remember them on this day…. 

I have many people in my lifetime to remember and thank, and to take time to recall how they 

impacted my life. All four of my Grandparents, Earl and Twila Ranney, and John and Jeanette 

Richard, are now gone on to be with the Lord in heaven, and are now a part of that “Great Cloud 

of Witnesses.” Their lives as parents, grandparents and hardworking farmers greatly impacted 

my life, and my family’s lives. It was their faith in God and commitment to Church, and how they 



lived their lives with helping family, friends and neighbors, that I will most remember and 

treasure! 

So, who are those people in your life, who are no longer here? Who are those people in your life 

that are now with the Lord in heaven, that you treasure and give thanks to God for the gift and 

time you had with them?  

Today, in our worship service, we will take time in thoughts and prayers to remember them. 

In today’s Gospel of Matthew, we once again encounter the Beatitudes. Just prior to this, we 

learn in Matthew chapter 4, that Jesus had gone throughout Galilee teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the 

people. News about Jesus has spread all over Syria, and lots of people have gathered for the 

opportunity to be close to Jesus’ teaching and healing. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 5, it says that Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down. 

His disciple came to him, and he began teaching them, saying “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will see God. Blessed 

are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 5:1-10 

Jesus goes on to say, “Blessed are you, when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward 



in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” Matthew 

5: 11-12 

How do these Gospel words of Jesus speak to us today? As we are now in our eighth month of 

this Covid-19 Global Pandemic, how do these words of Jesus speak to each of us today?  

As our country struggles to make sense of what we have lost, what we have struggled with as a 

nation, as we seek to value lives for all people young and old, race and gender equality and 

inclusion. People are mourning the loss of lives, loved ones, friends and neighbors. People are 

mourning today because of hunger, violence, and injustice. I believe all this matters to God, and 

God brings us a message of hope, promise and love through God’s Son Jesus Christ.  

Jesus cared for the people that he lived amongst, of our past generations, and Jesus cares for the 

people of this present time. Jesus cares for the future generations to come after us! 

As called and claimed Children of God, and in the Church Body of Christ, we too can live in that 

hope and promise. We too, can know that we are called to love and serve in our families, our 

communities, and the world we live in.  

We are called to be salt and light in this world. We do this not in just our own strength and power, 

but through Christ’s strength and power! 

So, let us go forth this day, a little more thankful and grateful, praising God and willing to love 

and serve in the world, as God has called us to do! 

Amen 

 


