
Two Steeples Virtual Worship Service – September 27, 2020, Matthew 21:23-27 

Order of Worship 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep 

us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let 

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

     9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

     12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in 

you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; I know them and they follow 

me. Alleluia. (John 10:27)  

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-27 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this  

 

 



 

authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 

also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 

human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 

did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John 

as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you 

by what authority I am doing these things. 

   

Sermon:  Pastor Linda 

 (Please use the Sunday Devotion for Sept. 27th) 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where the church 

is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work 

in us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. 

Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin 

permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds and teach us to trust your 

authority. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend the 

lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your 

compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially); make us into signs of 

your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely 

and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life 

and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy, through Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


