
 

Two Steeples Virtual Worship – September 13, 2020 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lesson: Genesis 50:15-21 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they 

approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to 

Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 

you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” 

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, 

and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I 

in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 

good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 

kindly to them. 

 

 



 

Psalm: Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13 
L:1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

C:2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;   

 5who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel. 

]  8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;   

 9you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven 

times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 

sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 

made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow 

slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 

pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me. 33Should you have not had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 

debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

 



 

 

Sermon – Jim Ranney 

Matthew 18:21-22 

Good Morning and Blessings! Today, we gather together, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit! 

Today, feels like a special day, for us at Two Steeples Parish, as we come together here at West 

Blue Mounds to gather together in this time of an Outdoor Worship! Since March, and the onset 

of this Covid-19 Global Pandemic, it has been quite a while that we have had the opportunity to 

gather together in person for a time of worship. Although, we have still been gathering together 

in different ways. We have gathered these past six months at Two Steeples Parish; through a 

virtual platform Sunday messages and worship times. I believe that the Holy Spirit is inspiring and 

reaching out through the masses in ministries all over the earth in these days, into homes and 

communities; through new and exciting ways of gathering for worship and learning. Pastor’s 

Linda and Loren have blessed us with their talents with wonderful Spirit filled messages on our 

Thursday’s “Word of the Day” and Saturday’s Faith messages, Faith Five Devotions, and our 

family Maria, Andrew, Matthew and I have shared many “Tuesday Tunes” and “Family Friday” 

messages along this journey. 

Our local and global church communities have learned much through these days and times. We 

have found some new and creative ways to worship and gather together as the Body of Christ! I 

want to say a special thank you to both of our Two Steeples Parish Church Councils and to Kay, 

Mary, and Fay for all their wonderful work in keeping the ministry communications going through 

our church web site, Facebook page, and church newsletters and information being sent out to 

our church family. Also, a big thanks to Mike for his setting up and managing all of our church 

meetings and communications. Together we are a TEAM working together in ministry; and 

serving as a part of the Body of Christ! 

In the life of the church year, the second Sunday in September, is typically known as “Rally Day” 

Sunday. It kicks off the education season in our church year, and it seems quite fitting for us to 

be gathering together today on this “Rally Day” Sunday! 

In today’s Gospel message, we hear Peter ask Jesus a question about forgiveness. It says in 

Matthew 18: 21-22, “Peter Came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times? Jesus said to him, “Not seven 

times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” 

Jesus goes on to share a parable story about a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

servants. One servant that owed a tremendous debt of ten thousand talents and could not even 

come close to paying this debt. The punishment would cost him everything he owned including 

his family; and to be sent off to prison. The man begged for his life and time to pay off his debt 

to the king. And out of pity the king had pity on him; and the king released his servant and forgave 

his debt. 



Jesus goes on to share this same servant sought out another fellow servant that owed him a much 

smaller amount of 100 denarii. The servant did not show his fellow servant the same compassion 

and kindness and he had him thrown into prison until he could repay his debt.  

So, of course the king learns of this mistreatment and he has the first servant, the one he had 

pardoned brought before him. The king is now angered and reminds this first servant of the grace 

he was given in his enormous debt that had been pardoned, and he has committed a great 

offense by not treating his fellow servant with the same level of kindness and compassion. He 

says, “Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you? And in anger 

his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.” Matthew 18: 33-34 

Jesus goes on to say, “So my heavenly Father will also do to you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” Matthew 35 

So, from this conversation and parable the disciples and we also can learn much about how God 

values forgiveness. God cares about our relationships with our families, friends, neighbors, 

communities, and all people in this world! God cares about how we treat one another in life, God 

cares how we show forgiveness through kindness and compassion to one another. 

So, let me ask you a couple of questions? 

1. When was the last time someone showed you forgiveness? 

How did they express that forgiveness to you?  

Was it what they said or did, that showed you that level and kindness and mercy? 

How did that feel after someone told you that they forgave you; for the wrong or offense 

you had committed to them? 

 

To show forgiveness can be a very powerful and healing moment for both people! The person 

who is “sincerely sorry” for their part in the offense, and for the person who has been hurt or 

wounded to say that “they can forgive them”.  

Although it can be a difficult and challenging process in relationships, it can often be only through 

these moments of mercy and forgiveness, that a relationship/friendship can grow and move 

forward from hurts and wounds. 

In our Old Testament story in Genesis 50, Joseph offers forgiveness to his brothers. His brothers 

were mad with a jealous anger and they threw him into a well, and later sold him into slavery, 

and they told Jacob their father that Joseph had died.  

Many years later during a famine, Joseph has risen to the second in command of all of Egypt. 

Joseph’s brother’s show up during a famine and they are in fear of their life, as they realize that 

it is their brother Joseph whom they are speaking to.  

 

They say, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrong that 

we did to him? So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 

died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 

harming you.” Joseph says to them, “Do not be afraid? Am I in the place of God? Even though 



you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 

people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” 

In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.” Genesis 50: 15-21 

Definitely, when we show kindness, mercy, and forgiveness through acts of love; this is powerful 

and healing for all! 

Truly, we are blessed, to follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! When we do not know how to 

ask for forgiveness or to show forgiveness. When are hurts and wounds run deep and leave 

lifelong scars; we only need to ask Jesus for the help and strength to do these things; without His 

love and forgiveness we cannot do these things through our own power, but only through the 

power of being called and claimed as a child in His Kingdom and Family. 

Through Christ’s victory over sin and death on the cross; we are saved by His Grace, Mercy and 

Love…! 

“For God so Loved the world that He gave His one and only Son. That whoever believes in Him 

shall have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through Him”   

John 3:16-17 

May each of you walk forward, having been touched and changed by the waters of Baptism, 

knowing fully the Grace and Forgiveness; found in your identity in Jesus Christ. Freed from sin, 

we too are called to share Love, Kindness and Mercy to all people we encounter in this day and 

on the journey of life…!      Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; 

make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 

confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion 

on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to 

you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 

hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and 

wisdom (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 

oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by 

debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we 

are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a 

community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed 

us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught 

us to praise you (especially John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we 

commemorate today). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy, through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Blessing 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 


