Holy Gospel: Matthew 27:11-26

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 27'" Chapter,

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor
asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You .
say s0." '2But when he was accused by the chief priests and
elders, he did not answer. 2*Then Pillate said to him, "Do you
not hear how many accusations they make agalnst you?"
14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so
that the governor was greatly amazed.

BNow at the festival the governor was accustomed to re-
lease a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted.
16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,
"Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas
or Jesus who Is called the Messlah?™ ®For he realized that it
was out of Jealousy that they had handed him over. **While
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to
him, "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today

. | have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him."
ONow the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. ?'The
governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you
want me to release for you?" And they sald, "Barabbas."
22pllate sald to them, "Then what should | do with Jesus
who is called the Messiah?" All of them sald, "Let him be
crucified!" 22Then he asked, "Why, what evii has he done?"
But they shouted ail the mare, "Let him be crucified!"

2480 when Pllate saw that he could do nothing, but rather
that a rlot was beginning, he took some water and washed
his hands before the crowd, saying, "l am Innocent of this

man's blood; see to it yourselves.” »>Then the people as a
whole answered, "His blood be on us and on our childreni”
%630 he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Je-
sus, he handed him over to be crucified.

P: The Gospel of the Lord,

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Theme Hymn: Sung to the Tune of “O Sacred Head”
The voices of the Passion,

Those words from ancient days-

What message do they fashion

As on your cross | gaze?

In words that once were spoken,

In speech now overheard,

Grant me, O Lord, this token:

To hear your living Word!

Overheard: Pilate and His Wife

Theme Hymn
Oh, wash my hands, Lord Jesus,

And purify my soul;

That | may do what pleases,
My conscience, Lord, control.
O true and righteous Savior,
O Witness bold and true,
Make it my sole endeavor
Your will to know and do



